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[ V. 9. We must try, from what we are told, to explain Joseph's
behaviour. We should have thought that if only for his father's sake, he @
would have made himself known to them immediately, especially as he
had already recognised the Hand of God in all that had happened, and go9rn s
had learnt to appreciate all his misfortunes, including his brothers’ crime (l A

[, against him, as the working of God for his greatest happiness and good
fortune. A clever man like Joseph would also not think that he had to
fulfil all the details of his dreams. If a dream has any meaning, one can
leave its realisation to_the One Who sends it. It could only be that considera-
tions of urgent necessity caused him to adopt a behaviour which otherwise

[ (must appear as senseless and purposeless spitefulness. This, apart from
Joseph’s character, his undeniable cleverness can not allow us to suppose
to have been the motive. If we put ourselves completely in his position
we could arrive at the following explanation. Had Joseph wished his
attitude towards his father and his brothers to remain really as the Governor,

/G and nothing but the Governor, did he not care whether or not he would
re-enter the family circle as son and brother, he would not have required -
all these contrivances. But he, who, even as an Egyptian prince had brought
up his children for the House of Jacob, and who also desired his bones
ultimately to rest in the land of his fathers, felt it absolutely necessary

U for him to be convinced of two things: (a) that he himself can have a
different opinion of his brothers, and above all (b) that his brothers have
a different opinion of, and felt quite differently towards him. Their inner

jeelings towards one another must have become quite different to what

they formerly were, otherwise an intimate relationship would never be

able to be re-established, and even if outwardly the family were to be

re-united, the family would be lost for him, and he for the family. That

Joseph’s opinion of his brothers was not without bitterness, that their
ruthlessness still lingered in his mind, how they had been deaf to his

entreaties in the pit, how they had ignored the pain they would give their

«1)] father, is no more than natural. That could only be purged from his mind

by proof of their complete change of mentality. It was therefore a necessity

(/\\ for him to test them, to see whether they would still be capable — and
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There can be another reason which motivated Yosef. He

understood that unless something was done to take full advantage
of the seven years of plenty, the bounty would be squandered.
When the dreadful years of hunger would arrive, countless lives
would be lost. ‘What value did a few stalks of wheat have at a time
of massive surpluses of grain? When Egypt would be ravaged by a
terrible hunger and every precious kernel of wheat could save a
life, people would bitterly regret their lack of foresight. By then it
would be too late. Yosef foresaw all this and in his desire to
B _prevent the coming catastrophe and the horrendous toll it would
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/ Yosef’s insight has practical applications. Young people
ook down the long road of life ahead of them and think it is
endless. What value does a day, a week, a month or even a year
have? There is so much time available. What difference does it
make if some of it is wasted? There is no sense of urgency to use
every opportunity to learn Torah and do mitzvos because whatever
Is not done today can be done tomorrow.

They overlook the fact that the “seven years of plenty,” the
allotted portion of a person’s life on this world, passes by very
quickly. Then the endless “years of hunger” begin. In the World
to Come, all a person has is the Torah and mitzvos that he has
“stockpiled” on this world. As the Talmud Avodah Zara (3a) says
“If a person doesn’t prepare on erev Shabbos, what will he eat on
Shabbos?”

How bitter will a person’s regret be in the World to Come

((;, When he realizes how he let spiritual diamonds slip through his

fingers. What value did a blatr Gemara have to him? Or an hour
“spent learning? Or answering an additional amen or kaddish? Or
the chance to do an act of chesed? The opportunities were so
plentiful that he thought nothing of letting them go to waste. He

7/{ will be filled with remorse, but it will be too late.

The Chofetz Chaim was a practical person. He made a
study and noted that the average person speaks about 200 words

b

per minute. According to the Vilna Gaon, every word of Torah
that a person studies is itself a mitzvah. Tmagine how much reward
a person can earn for an hour spent learning, and how much is lost
for an hour squandered.

This was Yosef’s insight which brought about the salvation
of Egypt. Due to his efforts, Egypt became the breadbasket of the
world, saving millions of people from the torturous death of
starvation.

It is not coincidental that in most years parshas Mikeiiz is
read on Shabbos Chanukah, because Chanukah epitomizes this
concept. One of the praises of Eretz Yisroel is that it is a land
blessed with an abundance of olive oil. Yet during the time of the
uprising of the Chashmonaim against the Syrian Greeks, there was
no pure oil to be found. Miraculously, one jug of pure oil with the
seal of the High Priest intact was discovered. Its contents were
placed in the Menorah which then miraculously burned for eight
days. Because of that we have a joyous Yom Tov which has
existed for over two millennia.

In normal times what value did one jug of oil have? Yet when
the “days of evil” came, the discovery of a single jug was greeted
with hallel and hodo'ah. This thought should give us pause to
appreciate the opportunity that every moment of life affords and to

L{(ﬂ utilize it wisely to the fullest extent possible.



